OBSESSIONAL NEUROSIS AND SUPER-EGO

contention, that in the earliest stages of development the child goes
through a phase when its sadism is at its height in all its fields of
origin, is only an amplification of the accepted and well established
theory that a stage of oral sadism (cannibalism^ is followed by one of
anal sadism. We must also bear in mind that those cannibalistic
tendencies themselves find no expression commensurate with their
psychological import; for normally we only get comparatively faint
indications of the small child's impulses to destroy its objects. What
\ve see are only derivatives of its phantasies.

The assumption that the extravagant phantasies which arise in a
very early stage of the child's development never become conscious
could well help to explain the phenomenon that the child expresses
its sadistic impulses towards real objects only in an attenuated form.
It should, moreover, be remembered that the stage of development of
the ego in which these phantasies originate is an early one and that
the child's relations to reality are as yet undeveloped and dominated
by its phantasy life. A further reason may be found in the relative
proportions of the child's size and strength compared with those of
the adult and its biological dependence on him; for we see how much
more strongly it manifests its destructive instincts towards inanimate
things, small animals and so on. The fact that genital impulses,
although hidden from view, already exert a restraining influence
on the sadism of the young child, may contribute to an early lessen-
ing of the sadism expressed towards external objects.

As far as can be seen, there exists in the quite small child, side by
side with its relations to real objects, a relationship to unreal images
wrhich are experienced both as excessively good and as excessively
bad, but on a different plane. Ordinarily, these two kinds of object-
relations intermingle and colour each other to an ever increasing
extent. (This is the process which I have described as an interaction
between super-ego formation and object-relations.) But in the mind
of the quite small child its real objects and its imaginary ones are still
widely separated; and this may in part account for its not exhibiting
as much sadism and anxiety towards its real objects as would be
expected from the character of its phantasies.

As we know, and as Abraham especially has pointed out, the
nature of the child's object-relations and character-formation is very
strongly determined by whether its predominant fixations are situ-
ated in the oral-sucking stage or in the oral-sadistic one. In my
opinion this factor is decisive for the formation of the super-ego as
well. The introjection of a kindly mother influences the formation of
a friendly father-imago, owing to the equation of breast with penis.1

1 Abraham writes, in *A Short Study of the Development of the Libido*
(1924)5 p. 490: 'Another point to be noted in regard to the part of the body